
Word of the Month -
Collaboration

Collaboration is when 
people work together to get 

something done.
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Florida Prepaid Scholarship

Opportunity for Fifth Graders

At Laurel Nokomis School, The Lightning Way is to:

BE DEDICATED - Try your best every day!
BE PREPARED - Bring all required materials to class!

BE RESPECTFUL - Follow adult directions right away and ALL the way and value others and their 
property.

BE APPROPRIATE - Follow the Dress Code, keep your hands/feet, objects, and personal 
comments to yourself.

BE PROMPT - Arrive to school and seated in class before the bell.

Scholarship application can be found 

on the SCS website or through your 
School Counselor, Heidi Lazinski.

Story of Two Friends 
In a jungle, there lived two friends - the monkey and the 

elephant. On an unusual day, a quarrel broke between them about who 
was better. While the elephant claimed it was better to be strong, the 

stubborn monkey stated being fast and agile was better.
The two friends became stuck trying to solve this matter, so they went 
to the wise owl and asked him to help decide who was better. The owl 
would help solve their problem, but the two friends had to undergo a 

challenge.
The owl told them they needed to bring him a fruit hanging on a 

tall tree that is far away across the river. This task was next to 
impossible, but the owl would only assist with solving their problem 

once he had the fruit.
So, the monkey and the elephant started their journey to bring the 

fruit to the intelligent owl. When the monkey reached the river, he 
discovered it was too deep and tough to swim against the powerful 

currents of water. The elephant saw that his friend could not cross the 
river by himself, so he had the monkey hop on his back. In this way, 

they passed the river together. When they reached the tree, the 
elephant attempted to shake it. The tree was strong and wouldn’t 
shake, so the monkey climbed up the tree and plucked the fruit. 
He climbed down, laid on the elephant's back, and together they 

traveled to the intelligent owl with the golden fruit.
The owl then asked, "Who, between you brought the fruit to me?" 

The monkey said he did because he climbed the tree and got the fruit. 
The elephant said he did because he helped his friend get to the other 

side of the river.
At this point, the wise owl interrupted them and said, "You both have 

your abilities and strengths."

How did the monkey and the elephant use collaboration to retrieve the 
fruit? 

 Could they have achieved this goal without one another's help? 



Mrs. O'Berry's oldest and dearest friend is Kara. They met when both 
were four years old in upstate New York. Living just four houses apart, 

summers were spent climbing trees, riding bikes, and eating watermelon. 
Even though they now live in different states, they are still best friends. 
They respect one another's differences, love sharing fond memories of 

their childhood, and occasionally are able to visit and attend celebrations. 
Mrs. O'Berry thinks of her friend, Kara, as "framily," a friend first, and

 forever a part of her family!

Mrs. Lazinski's oldest and dearest friend is Dana. They both grew up on 
farms in Iowa. They played outside, baked cookies, and helped their 
moms make cinnamon rolls and decorate cakes. They went to school 
together from kindergarten to 12th grade. Dana still lives in Iowa, but 
they remain friends today! They continue to take vacations to see each 

other as often as they can!

Staff Spotlight 
LNS School Counselors collaborating!!!

March Events:
3/1 - BINGO Night

3/2 - 3/6 - Read Across America Week
3/5 - 3/9 - Thank a School Social Worker!

3/6 - PBIS Nacho Average BINGO 
for Elementary 

3/7 - PBIS Student/Staff Basketball Game 
(5th-8th)

3/7 - End of 3rd Quarter
3/8 - No School for Students - Professional Day

3/11 - 3/15 - No School - SPRING BREAK!

Quarter 3 Elementary Awards:
3/25 - Grade 5 (9:00am) & Grade 4 (2:15pm)
3/26 - Grade K (9:00am) & Grade 2 (2:15pm)
3/27 - Grade 1 (9:00am) & Grade 3 (2:15pm)

3/29 - No School - Mini Break!

 Resiliency Tool
Exercising

            Fun, easy ideas to get active with your child:

Set a challenge. Start with a walk around the block,

next time run one length of the block, then

alternate walking and running lengths until you

have built up to running all the way around.

Play hide and seek or tag in the backyard or at the

park.

Try jumping rope, hula hooping or roller-skating.

Go bowling or take a yoga class together.

Play pick-up sports. Call a friend or two who will

kick a soccer ball, shoot some hoops or throw a

frisbee with you and your child.

Get creative. Challenge another family 

to a backyard “Olympics” or hold

 a family skipping

 or jumping jacks competition.

Regular exercise has many health benefits for 
children. It can help maintain a healthy weight and 
build strong bones, muscles and joints. Exercise is 
also an excellent stress buster, encourages better 

sleep and will help your child concentrate at school.




